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What is Urban?
• Urban has been defined using the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) statistical divisions of 
Brisbane and Moreton (including Ipswich, 
Logan, Deception Bay, Redcliffe, Pine Rivers, 
Albert, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast) and the 
sub divisions of Bundaberg, Gladstone, 
Rockhampton, Toowoomba, Mackay, 
Townsville and Cairns. 
• The rest of Queensland is considered Rural.

Fact
Over 75% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people now live in city urban or 
inner or outer regional urban areas.   9 % 
live in remote areas and 15% live in very 
remote areas.
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More Facts
• There are 517,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in 
Australia (ABS, 2006).
• Over half of Indigenous population lives in NSW and QLD.
• 146,400 Indigenous people or 28.3% live in QLD.
• 28% of the Queensland Indigenous population lives in the greater 
Brisbane area.
• Over 50 % of Indigenous people are under 20 years of age.
• Living in urban areas is as much part of a reality as living in a discrete 
community.
Queensland 146,400
Major urban populations 86, 932  
Brisbane (greater Brisbane area)    41,369 28% 
Cairns (inc. hinterland area)  18,267
Gold Coast 5,675
Rockhampton 5,273
Townsville 4,982
Ipswich 4,729
Thuringowa 3,548
Mackay 3,301
Mt Isa 3,267
Caboolture 3,028
Logan 2,092
Bundaberg 1,619
Toowoomba 2,891
Hervey Bay 1,338
Gladstone 1,077
Cape York (all people in total)                            6,944
Torres Strait Islands (all people in total)             7,106
Connections to Place
•Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people still maintain a 
sense of feeling for the people and country “back home”.
•Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people may have 
links to their traditional lands and links to other parts of the
country that have been created since colonisation.
•Some urban residents are Traditional Owners for that 
urban area just as there are Traditional Owners in other 
geographic areas.
•There is the traditional, the colonial and the contemporary 
connections to place. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 
tried to make their mark and claim spaces and 
places in urban locations. In some areas it is more 
visible than in other areas. Urban content can be 
seen in a range of mediums.
Pamela Croft (1990) Living in the City
What do you know about                            
Aboriginal and Torres Strait                          
Islander people in urban                             
areas?
What do you know about                           
working with Aboriginal and                         
Torres Strait Islander people                         
in urban areas? …teachers,                          
students, parents,                                  
community members?
Indigenous students are more 
likely to have an ill parent/carer 
or relative
Chronic Disease Indigenous women 
compared to non-
Indigenous women
Indigenous men 
compared to non-
Indigenous men.
Cardiovascular 
diseases
2.2 times 3.0 times 
Neoplasms (inc. 
Cancers)
1.6 times 1.3 times
Diseases of the 
Respiratory System
3.6 times 3.9 times
Diseases of the 
endocrine system (e.g. 
diabetes) 
10.1 times 7.3 times
Indigenous students will                  
witness more early deaths                
and attend more funerals
Who Women Men
General 
Australian 
population 
82 years 76.6 years
Indigenous 64.8 years 59.4 years
Indigenous students will experience more 
stressors (at least 81% in urban areas will have 
had at least one stressor in the last 12months)
• Death or relative or friend
• Serious illness or disability
• Unemployment within the household – 20.1% in cities; 25.% in inner regional; 
23.1% in outer regional; 19.2 % in remote; 8.3% in very remote.
• In cities Indigenous workers earn 70% of the income of non-Indigenous 
people.
• Household income is 62% of non-Indigenous households (this amount has 
decreased).
• Overcrowding
• Alcohol and drug problems
• Moving residence
• Relationship break-up
• Child going into care or onto an order.
• Someone in the family going to court or into custody – in NSW between 1997 
– 2001 26.8% of the NSW population were charged with an offence. In NSW in 
2001, 1 in 5 males Indigenous were charged with a criminal offence. For 
Indigenous males aged 20-24 years this went up to 40%.   
• Be a victim or a witness to a crime on a person.
Other Issues  
• Lack of positive identity affirmation                      
within many schools and broader                      
society.
• Problematic portrayal of Indigenous                   
people in the media.
• An Australian population that sees                
Indigenous people as ‘out there in               
communities’ or the ‘real Indigenous                 
people live on communities’.
• Invisibility in broader population. 
• Exotic parts of culture wanted – P.Croft. 1990.The Brisbane River.  
dancing.
• ‘multiple identities’.
What would be like to be an 
Indigenous student in an 
urban area in 2008?
How would that feel? 
‘We got needs too’: Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
students in urban areas.
Working with Urban Peoples
•Scrimgeour & Scrimgeour, 2008.
•Participation Action Research in urban areas: Bond, 
2007; Brough et.al.; Fredericks, 2003; Kirk, 2003 and 
more.
•New work coming out. CCRE Queensland Aboriginal 
and Islander Health Council, Victorian Aboriginal 
community groups, departments are now starting to 
concentrate on urban issues and develop work 
proposals, projects.
•Statistics in this presentation came from ABS 2008 
publications based on the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander demographic profile data generated in 2006.
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